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Lessons on Waiting Godds W

el tds all in Godos[‘]eSLIS salog t
for you 0 kndw the tlmes or

His reasons for making us wait.
Perhaps to get us ready to more
fully experience his power.

e Waiting involves intentional time
of prayer to stay focused on

Godo6s will and ndem,andinaludeaand :
N Samaria, and to the ends of the
e OLet us not become W n

doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we
do not g(Galadanu6me 6
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| have to admit, there are tlmes -E” }-“

when | feel

who, after that first Easter
asked ourrisenLordp 6 Lo r
are you at this time going to
restore the Kk

dates that Father has set by hi
own authority. But you will re- !
ceive power when the Holy

Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusa-

eart & ¥6.6é).

As one who the Lord has given

the vision for the ministries of EA clergy gathered in Spencerville on May 21 for Merge prayer vigil.

Catacombs and
anxious to see everything come
together at once. Waiting
seems unbearable at times.

Yet, like those first disciples, |
know that |
power to make things happen.
The Spirit has to come and give
the power when it is the time
0set by
God will put the puzzle pieces

Mer ge, |

don

6m

together when it is the right
time for the world to experi-
ence and see the full picture of
what He has in store for Merge

and Catacombs in Spencerville.

How did the Early Church wait
for that time? Acts 1:14 notes
that the disciples waited to-

[ Godds] getherin prayer. Praying to-

gether laid the foundation of
open hearts for the Spirit to
move with power on Pentecost.

On May 21, EA pastors and

€ their spouses gathered in Spen-

cerville at the proposed store
front facility for Catacombs and
Merge. The group spent time

(Continued on page3)

Lights. Camera. Action. Mission videos being shot for Cataco

The video cameras rolled on
August 10 at Shawnee Alliance
Church in Lima when Pastor
Ron and Deanna shot the first
of a series of mission testimo-
nial videos with Catacombs
planning team member, Kris
Browning , just days before he
headed down to Huber Heights,

OH to begin his new pastoral
ministry position at Fellowship
Alliance Church.

Kris was a helper at Catacombs
while still attending Spencer-
ville High School, serving the

ing to select the store front
building that
for Catacombs and Merge.

we d d

The videos will feature short
segments of Catacombs alumni
and former helpers talking

role of deejay. He also played a about why Catacombs was im-

role this past February in help-

(Continued on pages)
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Learn more about the vision of Merge
onlinewww. mergewithjesus.org

Living Faith News

Web ministry pivotal tool before and after launch

While it may seem that the

l aunch of Merg
outreach ministry, Catacombs,
are a long way off (given our
current financial limitations),
but the vision of Merge is an
online reality through the pres-
ence of our church website
mergewithjesus.org.

The website provides a good
overview of M
ministry and worship and the
steps needed to help launch
Catacombs and Merge in the
Spencerville community. One
can also take a virtual tour of
the storefront facility that we
hope will one day house the
ministries of Merge.

In addition to giving a preview
of what is on the horizon for
Catacombs and Merge, once
we open our doors to the public
down the road, the website also
offers friends of Catacombs
and Merge an offering of things
to help grow their faith and
merge them with Jesus right
now.

/ merge'
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the BASICS

TOUCH your WORLD

You can currently send prayer
requests to Pastor Ron and
Deanna, find links to two excel-
lent daily devotionals D365

and Our Daily Breajl, study the
Heidelberg Catechism, Apostles
and Nicene Creeds, and jour-
ney on an online Prayer Path.

In addition, you can read cur-
rent a and past posts on Pastor
R o n 8 s Living Faith,Outside
of the Box find a copy of this

newsletter, and find links and
updates for missionaries and
local mission projects that
Merge currently supports.

The website also provides links
to Mergeds two
munities to help you build
friendships right now.

Once Catacombs and Merge
launch to the public, it will be a
hub for information and more.

Pastor Ron aids sister EA church in pastor transitio

Pastor Ron has given a helpinghandto wi Il soon be posted o
Cross Community Church, Berne, IN dur- for your viewing. Check them out.

ing July and August with pulpit supply as
they experienced the retirement of their
pastor, Rev. Randy Luther, due to illness.

0l hope that my ti me
build some of the vital mission partner-
ship connections needed to get Merge
and Catacombs off

Pastor Ron will finish his work at Cross of

Community at the end of September. L
unity P Deanna will give members of Cross

0l tds been a j oy t oCommunityapreviewofsomeofthe r EA
church in their tinrecipes that we hopPas
tor Ron who was able to give the mem-  future coffee house ministry. On Sept.

bers of Cross Community Church sneak 26 she will be supplying the church with

peaks at preaching style and use of multi cinnamon rolls and bagels for their

-media that will be at the heart of monthly continental breakfast held

preaching and worship at Merge once we before Sunday School and worship.

are finally able to open doors to public They will be a yummy foretaste of what
worship. Merge will use to connect with the pub-

. lic on a daily basis in the future.
Video footage of some of those sermons y
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Merge to take part in Spencerville Area CROP Hunger Walk

Pastor Ron and Deanna are
inviting friends of Merge and
Catacombs to join them in tak-
ing partinthe Spencerville
Area CROP Hunger Walk on
October 3rd, World Communion
Sunday, at 2:00 pm starting at
Spencerville UCC.

& Fishes feeding ministry in
Wapakoneta, while Church

World Service will utilize the
remaining 75% to help fight
hunger in over 80 countries
worldwide.

The Spencerville food pantry
could sure use the extra funds
The Spencerville CROP Walk will that the CROP Walk will provide
be
sary of helping to fight hunger
around the block and across
the globe in
teen percent of the funds raised pantry president. Right now the
at the CROP Walk will benefit food pantry has had to reduce
the Spencerville Community the food vouchers it distributes
Samaritans food pantry, an- to patrons to buy milk and
other 10% will help the Loaves fresh meat and vegetables at

local residents that utilize the
food pantry, notes Pastor Ron,

Prayer and praise updates...

Mait Hookhas completed a
year of active duty in the Army.
He is currently stationed at Fort
Knox in Kentucky

and is preparing to

be deployed over

seas next year.

Matt keeps in regu-

lar contact with Pastor Ron via
Facebook, offering his opinions
on Catacombs planning, etc.
Continue to keep Matt and his
parents in your prayers.

Jaina Sappremains cancer free
for over nine months now. Her
last check up once again

Top Hat Market because of tight
financial resources.

Friends of Merge and Cata-
combs whodod I ik
the CROP Walk can obtain
sponsor envelopes from Pastor
Ron (419647-8123 or pastor-
ron@mergewithjesus.org) or
clickontheo Regi st er

celebrating gverdtse gréadet numbaraof i v link on the CROP Walk page of

our website to solicit donations
from friends and family from

J e who alsb semvesra®the fobd f - around the country via email or

Facebook. There you can keep
track daily at how much Merge
and Catacombs friends have
been able to raise for the local
CROP Hunger Walk.

showed no signs of cancer!
Praise God! Jaina was in our
prayers for some time. She is
the daughter of Pas-

tor Pete Sapp of our

sister EA church,

Trinity Reformed

Church in PA.

e to take part i

Todaybo

Get more info on the Spencerville Area
CROP Hunger Walk online:
www.mergewithjesus.org/CROPWalk

Prayer and active waiting as God prepares the timing for Merge

Since the May prayer vigil some
doors have begun to open with
some new networking connec-
tions currently under develop-
ment. Also, new financial op-
portunities lay on the horizon.

(Continued from pagel)

seeing the vision of what kind of
ministries could take place in
that location and then praying
together for the Spencerville
community, that God might
open financial doors to help
launch Catacombs and Merge,

Yes, funding is slow and there is
no way to open Catacombs on

and consecrating the place for our proposed ti
the Lordds use cﬁo?stantl%bgelngdremén eEi thatt
naot

EA churches attending the a few days and Abraham had to
prayer vigil included Cross Com- wait a long time to see the
munity Church, Berne, IN, First promised birth of Isaac. What
Reformed Church, Bluffton, IN, God wants to do in Spencerville
Broadway Christian Church, is important. If it means wait-

Ki mmel , I' N and il mpmaoneGéddds ti
Christian Church, New Bavaria, g et under way,
OH. better to walk

than ahead of it. | am confident
that God will open the right
doors for Merge and Catacombs
to become a reality. He wants
to use them to merge lives with
Jesus for His glory.

As Galatians 6:910 states,
OLet wus not bec
doing good, for at the proper n
time we will reap a harvest if
we do not Thgsev e j
words were true when He re-
vealed them to me last Septem-
ber at the EA Convocation and
they continue to guide our Plan-
ning Team as we
timing for Merge. Continueto t
hold us and this important vi- 6
sion of ministry in your prayers! i

ol am confid
will open the right doors
for Merge and Catacombs
to become a reality. He

wants to use them to

merge | ives
upéo
await Godos
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